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SUB J : PARLIAMENT MEETS: NEW ELECTIONS? 

REF: (A) FREETOWN 531, (B) FREETOWN 530 AND OTHERS 

1 . SUMMARY: PARLIAMENT MET IN CLOSED SESSION EVENING OF 
FEBRUARY 14 AND IN OPEN SESSION FOLLOWING MORNING. WHETHER 
THE PRESIDENT ADJOURNS PARLIAMENT AND CALLS NEW ELECTIONS IS 
THE ISSUE. FREETOWN REMAINS CALM AS MAJORITY OF SECONDARY 
STUDENTS RETURNED TO SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS PREPARE 
FOR REOPENING OF FOURAH BAY COLLEGE ON FEBRUARY 21. HOWEVER. 

IN PROVINCES DISTURBANCES CONTINUE AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
REPORTEDLY IS LOW. END SUMMARY. 

2. SOME SEVENTY-FIVE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT MET WITH PRESIDENT 
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STEVENS IN A CLOSED PARI IMF, NT ARY MEETING FOR 25 MINUTES 
YESTERDAY AND FOLLOWED HIS DEPARTURE WITH A FURTHER FORTY MINUTE 
SESSION OF THEIR OWN. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS THE CLOSED 
SESSION DEALT MAINLY WITH APC PARTY AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, 
"ALTHOUGH THERE WERE INDICATIONS OF AN IMMINENT GENERAL ELECTION." 
THIS MORNING PARLIAMENT CONTINUED WITH AN OPEN SESSION, WHICH 
IS EXPECTED TO PRODUCE SPEECHES IN SUPPORT OF GOVERNMENT 
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POLICIES AND CONDEMN INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FOES OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT. HOWEVER, WE WILL NOT HAVE THE RESULTS OF THE FULL SESSION 
UNTIL LATER IN THE EVENING. 

3. OPINION AMONG USUALLY KNOWLEDGEABLE SIERRA LEONEANS APPEARS 
DIVIDED WHETHER THE PRESIDENT REALLY WILL ADJOURN PARLIAMENT 
AND CALL FOR NEW ELECTIONS. THE VAST MAJORITY OF PARLIAMENTARIANS 
ARE OPPOSED TO NEW ELECTIONS, CLAIMING THEY INCURRED DEBTS 
DURING THE LAST ELECTION THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN REPAID. MANY 
PROBABLY FEAR (RIGHTLY) THEY WILL NOT BE REELECTED. HOWEVER, 

THE PRESIDENT HAS THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY TO ADJOURN 
PARLIAMENT WITHOUT ITS CONSENT AND CALL FOR NEW ELECTIONS. 
WHETHER HE WILL HAVE A LOYAL PARTY IN THE NEXT PARLIAMENT IF 
HE DOES IS ANOTHER QUESTION. WE HAVE LEARNED FROM A LOCAL 
MERCHANT THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS PURCHASED ALL THE SOUND 
AMPLIFICATION UNITS IN TOWN AND HAS REQUESTED ADDITIONAL IMPORTS. 

4. FREETOWN REMAINS CALM AND MOST SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 
APPEAR TO HAVE RETURNED TO CLASSES. CONTRARY TO REFTEL (A), 

FOURAH BAY COLLEGE ANNOUNCED IT WOULD REOPEN MONDAY, FEBRUARY 
21. HINDOLO TYRE, PRESIDENT OF THE STUDENT UNION OF THE COLLEGE 
TOLD AN AMERICAN STUDENT THAT THE STUDENTS WOULD CONTINUE THEIR 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. UPCOUNTRY THE SITUATION REMAINS 
TROUBLED WITH PROTESTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS CONTINUING IN THE 
SOUTHERN PROVINCE, YESTERDAY, FEBRUARY 14, LONG DISTANCE BUSES 
TRAVELING TO TIAMA, BO AND KENEMA WERE TURNED BACK BY POLICE, 
PRESUMABLY BECAUSE OF OBSTACLES ALONG THE ROAD. A CALLER FROM 

BO REPORTED CALM IN THE CITY, BUT ONLY A FEW CHILDREN ATTENDING 
SCHOOL. 
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5. VICE PRESIDENT KOROMA WENT SUDDENLY TO KENEMA TO ADDRESS 
AN APC RALLY OVER THE WEEKEND. HE SAID "THE COUNTRY HAD TRIUMPHED 
OVER EVIL MACHINATIONS OF DISGRUNTLED ELEMENTS" AND THAT THE 
"APC GOVERNMENT HAD EMERGED WISER.. .AND MORE DETERMINED... 

TO DIRECT THE AFFAIRS OF THIS NATION". THE PRESS REPORTED THERE 
WERE LOUD CHEERS WHEN HE SAID, "WE ARE ALL HUMAN AND CAN MAKE 
MISTAKES, AND AS HUMANS WE SHOULD ACCEPT OUR FAULTS." WE HAVE 
AN UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT A COUNTER DEMONSTRATION WAS ORGANIZED 
THE FOLLOWING DAY TO PROTEST HIS SPEECH. 

SAMUELS 
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